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unmentionable in its details, was abolished so recently that
there are men living who have been sentenced to it. We
are still flogging criminals, and clamoring for more flogging.
Not even the most sensationally frightful of these atrocities
inflicted on its victim the misery, degradation, and conscious
waste and loss of life suffered in our modern prisons,
especially the model ones, without, as far as 1 can see,
rousing any more compunction than the burning of heretics
did in "the Middle Ages, We have not even the excuse of
some fun out of our prisons as the Middle Ages did
out of their stakes and wheels and gibbets. Joan herself
judged this matter when she had to choose between im-
prisonment and the stake, and chose the stake. And
thereby she deprived The Church of the plea that it was
guiltless of her death, which was the work of the secular
The Church should have confined itself to excom-
municating her. There it was within its rights: she had
to accept its authority or comply with its conditions;
and it could say with truth " You are not one of us: go
forth and find the religion that suits you, or found one for
yourself." It had no right to say " You may return to us
now that you have recanted; but you shall stay in a
dungeon aU the rest of your life.5* Unfortunately, The
Church did not believe that there was any genuine soul
saving religion outside itself; and it was deeply corrupted,
as all the Churches were and still are, by primitive Cali-
banism (in Browning's sense), or the propitiation of a
dreaded deity by suffering and sacrifice.* Its method was
not cruelty for cruelty's sake, but cruelty for the salvation
of Joan's soul. Joan, however, believed that the saving of
her soul was her own business, and not that of fey gens
ftglise. By using that term as she did, mistrustfully and
contemptuously, she announced herself as, in germ, an anti-
Clerical as thoroughgoing as Voltaire or Anatole France*

